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Originally conceived as a means of increasing the
tourism trade of Atlantic City, the Atlantic City 
Expressway (ACEx) provided the means to open up
the least developed region of the state to residential
and commercial development. As development pat-
terns changed in both the Philadelphia and Atlantic
City suburbs, the roadway’s exits became valued for
the ability to get both employees and customers to and
from offices and retail centers in ways that extended
shopping areas as well as labor markets. While many
metaphors can be used to describe the value of the
ACEx to Southern New Jersey, it certainly can claim
the undisputed title as the major transportation artery
of the region. 

Beginning in 1932 as part of the Philadelphia version
of a Robert Moses inspired network of parkways, 
gaining popularity as the post-WWII growth of 
suburbia and demand for tourism opportunities 
increase demand along the southern Jersey Shore, and
finally coming to fruition through the persistence of
State Senator Frank “Hap” Farley, the Atlantic City
Expressway has a history worth telling. For now three
generations of visitors, residents, employers and 
employees, getting around South Jersey has meant
time saved, miles traveled and tolls paid to get from
the Shore to the City and points in-between on the 
‘AC Expressway.’

As the ACEx approaches its golden anniversary in
mid-2014, the South Jersey Transportation Authority
(SJTA) has contracted with the Center for Regional 
& Business Research at Atlantic Cape Community
College and the Integrated Transportation Finance
Group to provide a study which demonstrates the 
economic impact of the roadway on the region. While
not comprehensive in all impacts experienced over a
period of half of a century, the study is to illustrate
how public investment in the roadway has benefited
the broader region.

The purpose of this study is to illustrate with examples
of available evidence (using the framework developed
by the Federal Highway Administration) how 
economic development  played out in Southern 
New Jersey beginning with the public investment of
$52m to build the Atlantic City Expressway in 1964.
While a comprehensive listing of the all of the related
events over a 50-year period would be near impossi-
ble, the authors present highlights so that the reader
can easily understand the relationships between 
roadway investment and economic impacts.

To better illustrate these relationships, the study has
been organized over five phases of economic develop-
ment in the region which many readers can identify
with historical events. These phases are defined
chronologically as:

1. Phase I: 1932 – 1963. From the first serious
conception of the ACEx by regional planners 
to the establishment of the NJ Expressway 
Authority (NJEA) created to finance and build
the roadway.

2. Phase II: 1964 – 1978. The opening of the 
roadway to the beginning of the casino era 
in Atlantic City. 

3. Phase III: 1979 – 2000. The period which 
ushered in the basic land use changes at various
exits needed for the roadway to maximize its
economic benefits for the region. 

4. Phase Iv: 2001 – 2013. Improvements and 
extensions of the original roadway to comple-
ment the development needs of the region.

5. Phase v: 2014 – future. Expectations for the
roadway and the region.

For each phase, the following topics are presented:

• aCex Highlights: These include changes in
governance and directors as well as enhance-
ments to the roadway and rest areas.

• Traffic and Toll Revenue Trends: These trends
are closely tied to international events which 
impact fuel costs as well as competitive issues
impacting industries that rely on the roadway.

• Major Roadway Capital Projects: Improve-
ments which increased the travel benefits of 
the roadway were undertaken to both foster 
economic growth as well as to complement
major new projects in the region. 

• economic Development Highlights: Major 
investments which are tied directly to the public
investment in the roadway. In addition, major
development projects that benefit from the 
roadway are included. As cause and effect 
are often difficult to prove – especially over 
a 50-year period – these are included to illustrate
the broader economic development of the region
which has accompanied the continuing invest-
ment in the roadway.
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THe ReGIonal eConoMIC IMPaCT of THe 

aTlanTIC CITy exPRessWay: 1964 – 2014

While economic geographers have debated the contri-
butions of transportation projects to regional growth
since the great railroad expansions of the mid-1800s,
formal evaluations by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) began in earnest in the 1990s. With
the publication of “The Best Investment Ever Made”
in 1996 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and 
Defense Highways, projecting and measuring the 
economic impacts of transportation projects became 
a required part of any funding request for federal 
highway dollars. 

Under the FHWA, a comprehensive research agenda
was funded. To further illustrate and standardize the
methodology to be used in funding requests, Congress
required a set of studies to be done on corridor 
highways as part of Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (ISTEA) funding. These were 
completed in 2003-2004. 

Using the FHWA framework established in these 
studies, the impact of a highway on a region is derived
from the following economies that can be attributed to
travel benefits:

• shorter and more direct distances to haul 

intermediate and finished goods. This is most
important in a region like South Jersey where
major ports and access to large east coast 
markets is a comparative advantage over 
other locations.

• Reduced commutes enabling employers to

draw from a larger labor pool. In the hospital-
ity and tourism industries especially, where serv-
ices are labor-intensive, this enables employees
to travel a greater distance at an affordable time
cost. In addition, a facility with very specialized
needs like the FAA Technical Center needs to at-
tract workers from the Philadelphia metro area.

• Decreased travel times for business travel.

With many casino executives living in the 
Haddonfield area, and many business travelers
and conventioneers using Philadelphia 
International for air service, commuting through-
out the region on the ACEx saves time and 
increases life-style options.

• More direct travel for tourist traffic. The shore
and the gaming tourism markets depend on day
trippers and week-end stays. Reducing the time

required to access the shore and Atlantic City 
increases their competitive advantage over other
leisure locations.

• Costs or negative benefits. A word of caution
needs to be said about the impacts discussed in
any study of economic impacts. Any building
project implies a loss of alternative uses of the
land and resources used, including those of
recreational uses and wildlife habitat. In this
case, a highway brings with it air and noise 
pollution, but the diversion of traffic from a
more congested highway such as Routes 30 and
40 may lead to an overall reduction. And, in the
case of the creating nodes of economic activity
at exits, commercial activity may be diverted
from other locations which, perhaps, may be in
other municipalities. While no effort has been
made to calculate net benefits in this study, the
reader should be aware that some impacts
caused the redistribution of benefits and costs
while others caused costs that are not easily
measured or discerned. 

Once the public transportation investment is made 
in a limited-access, corridor highway such as the
ACEx, these economies can nurture a process that
leads to new public and private investment projects
that alter the economic geography of a region.

The impacts occur in stages which can be 
summarized as:

1. The initial impacts are due to construction
spending and travel time savings. 

2. Direct impacts due to greater access and shorter
commutes are slower to occur as industries 
relocate to the area and existing industries 
become more competitive as they learn to inter-
nalize the new travel benefits from the roadway.
Private investment occurs which leads to demon-
strable direct economic impacts in terms of 
enhanced employment, increased wages 
and salaries, and greater output of goods 
and services. 

3. The increased spending by businesses in the 
region as they expand and become more 
efficient creates a multiplier effect which leads
to growth in secondary industries. These include
professional and business services, retail and
wholesale trade, personal services, and health
and educational services.

framework
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4. Finally, wages and salaries of employees fuel
household formation. The latter leads to residen-
tial construction, population growth and the 
expansion of public services and government
employment.

While governance, operating statistics and traffic
trends are important, the highlights cited below 
are the main economic contributions of the ACEx 
to the region:

1. Phase I: 1932 – 1963. From the first serious
conception of the ACEx by regional planners to
the establishment of the NJ Expressway Author-
ity created to finance and build the roadway.

• On January 16, 1962 Gov. Robert Meyner
signed the New Jersey Expressway Authority
Act creating the authorization to finance and
build the Atlantic City Expressway. 

• By February of 1962, Gov. Hughes signed
legislation for the sale of bonds to finance 
the projected $39 million needed 
for construction. 

• Even while the ACEx was in construction, 
it was clear that one of the prime beneficiar-
ies would be the Atlantic City Race Course.
With exits 12 and 14 located on either side of
the Course, both horses as well as customers
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Year
Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll

1964 1,225,000 $741,668 $0.60

1965 3,811,500 $2,283,966 $0.60

1969 8,649,000 $5,276,000 $0.61 7,270,137 $4,356,523 $0.60

1973 9,734,000 $5,938,000 $0.61 8,732,426 $5,394,473 $0.62

1974 10,026,000 $6,116,00 $0.61 7,585,840 $4,665,643 $0.62

1975 10,327,000 $6,299,000 $0.61 7,986,995 $4,902,620 $0.61

1976 10,637,000 $6,489,000 $0.61 8,843,662 $5,436,684 $0.61

1977 10,937,000 $6,672,000 $0.61 9,826,579 $6,019,869 $0.61

1978 11,237,000 $6,855,000 $0.61 12,245,975 $7,240,020 $0.59

Figure 1 – Projected Traffic and Toll Revenue

Original Projection Actual

In the special case of this study, the process was accel-
erated as the casino referendum of 1976 brought rapid
private investment at the eastern terminus of the ACEx
which concentrated investment in a limited geographic
area allowing for the rapid deployment of the travel
benefits of the highway. 

would have easy access to the ACRC which
opened July of 1946. ACRC quickly became
one of the nation’s leading horse tracks. Track
attendance peaked in 1974 with well over
one-million customers for both thoroughbred
and harness racing.

2. Phase II: 1964 – 1978. The opening of the 
roadway to the beginning of the casino era 
in Atlantic City. 

• The first 14 years of operation established the
ACEx as the road of choice for summer day-
trippers, vacation-home residents, and renters
at the southern Jersey Shore. The roadway, in
combination with the Garden State Parkway,
accelerated development of seashore commu-
nities from Long Beach Island to Cape May.

• The roadway fulfilled its promise to bond-
holders as it reached its projected traffic and
toll revenue targets by the end of this period.
(See Fig. 1)

Highlights



• In 1970, Levitt & Sons announced a
planned 900-unit residential project to
be built in Sicklerville (Winslow
Township, Camden County) just off
of Exit 38. 

• As the table demonstrates, the avail-
ability of the ACEx provides the 
impetus for municipalities at nearby
exits to expand rapidly. With the
adoption of the Pinelands Manage-
ment Plan which used transportation
as a means of identifying growth
towns, the table makes it clear that
those townships bordering the road-
way clearly attracted households at 
a rapid rate. (See Fig. 2)

• The first major commercial develop-
ment to take advantage of the 
regional access provided by the ACEx takes
place in 1971. The South Jersey Gas Co.
moves its headquarters to Folsom from 
Atlantic City.

• As originally envisioned by Hap Farley, the
roadway provides a second major transporta-
tion connection, in addition to the Garden
State Parkway, to Stockton State College. 
As the region’s only four-year institution 
of higher education, one more piece of the
economic development puzzle is put in place
when the College opens its new campus in
Pomona in 1972. 

3. Phase III: 1979 – 2000. The period which 
ushered in the basic land use changes at various
exits needed for the roadway to maximize its
economic benefits for the region. 

• The Atlantic City-Brigantine Connector
breaks ground in 1999. The project will cost
$330 million including nearly $30 million in
right of way.

• In the table below, the total vehicle miles
traveled (VMT) were calculated and, using
the FHWA standard methodology, the time
value was calculated. 

• The impact of casino gaming in Atlantic City
goes beyond casino revenues. The influx of
visitors invigorates the entire shore region
and by 2000, the NJ Division of Tourism and
Travel attributes over $10 billion in tourism
generated economic activity to Atlantic and
Cape May counties.

• As the number of visitors continues to climb,
the Atlantic City Convention Center is
opened in 1997 at the foot of the ACEx. With
over 600,000 square feet of space, the Center
is one of the largest on the East Coast. The
project costs $268 million to construct. 

• The expansion of Exit 9 allows employees
and contractors easier access to the FAA
Technical Center. In the mid-1980s the new
technical building is constructed. The project
adds 516,000 square feet of high-tech space
at a cost of $50 million. The Technical Center
reports that approximately 10% of its em-
ployees commute from Camden County, 
benefiting from the Exit 9 improvements. 

• The financial success of the roadway allows a
major addition to the terminal at Atlantic City
International Airport to be funded by ACEx
funds in 2000.

• The growth of communities along the ACEx
continues to outpace the counties they are in
as well as the State overall. While growth is-
sues become part of the concern of these
communities, they are clearly the preferred
places of residence for many in the region.
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Year/Place

Population

1970

Population

1980

% Growth –

10 Year

New Jersey 7,171,112 7,365,011 2.7%

Atlantic County 175,043 194,119 10.9%

Atlantic City 47,859 40,191 -16.0%

Brigantine 6,741 8,318 23.4%

Egg Harbor Twp. 9,882 19,381 96.1%

Galloway 8,276 12,176 47.1%

Hamilton 6,445 9,499 47.4%

Camden County 456,291 471,656 3.4%

Gloucester Twp. 26,511 45,156 70.3%

Winslow 11,202 20,034 78.8%

Figure 2 – Population Growth 1970 – 80, 

Bordering Municipalities

Year Total VMT Time Value

1984 689,346,358 $43,056,574

1990 844,788,959 $52,764,518

1998 913,145,988 $57,035,098



• The 1980s and 1990s see amazing growth of
commercial development in the Exit 12 vicin-
ity. It sits at the confluence of Route 40,
Route 322, the ACEx and Wrangleboro Road.
This provides access from all four directions.

The initial development is Hamilton Mall
which was opened in 1987 near the Atlantic
City Race Course. The Festival at Hamilton
was built across Route 322 from the Mall in
the early 1990s. By the mid-1990s, reflecting
changes in retail shopping habits and strate-
gies, the big-box dominated Consumer
Square was developed. The approximate size
of these developments:

o  Hamilton Mall: 1,340,000 sq. ft.
o  Festival at Hamilton: 186,000 sq. ft.
o  Consumer Square: 845,000 sq. ft.
o  Toys ‘R Us and Walmart: 150,000 sq. ft.

4. Phase Iv: 2001 – 2013. Improvements and 
extensions of the original roadway to comple-
ment the development needs of the region.

• On July 31, 2001, the Connector was opened
to traffic. The project cost of $330 million is
shared by several entities including the 
Borgata’s owners (MGM). 

• In 2002, Exit 5 is expanded to a full inter-
change. This gives land on Route 9 in 
Pleasantville ready access to ACEx. 
Greyhound Bus Lines builds a maintenance
garage to the immediate north of the exit.

• The Exit 17 project is completed on June 18,
2010 allowing vehicles to exit and enter in
both directions. The expansion opens up Egg
Harbor City to much-needed development. 

• The 2000 opening of the Exit 41 interchange
brought almost instant development to the
Gloucester Township/Winslow Township
area. To date, the overall development of
commercial properties is in excess of 
1.8 million square feet.

• At Exit 27, the last decade has seen a number
of development projects in Folsom and 
Hammonton. These projects include:  

o A renovated building in downtown 
Hammonton being converted to a satellite
campus for Richard Stockton College.

o In 2002, Kramer beverage opened a state-
of-the-art distribution facility in 
Hammonton. The location is near the 
center of its six-county marketplace.

o Needing a centrally located and easily 
accessible property to meet its employ-
ment needs, Hammonton attracted New
Jersey Manufacturers Insurance Group to
a site just off of Route 56 and north of Exit
27. The 147,360 square foot facility cost
$50 million to build and houses over 200
employees with room for a total of 330.

• The expansion of Exit 17 attracts new 
housing construction to Egg Harbor City. 
The largest development is the 
Neighborhoods of Cedar Creek

• Development at Exit 12 continued into the
new millennium. With the Hamilton Mall 
experiencing expansion pressures, develop-
ment has continued:

o A new project was developed just to the
east on Route 40. The Hamilton Commons
includes several large retail stores as well
as a movie complex. It totals 388,000
square feet. 

o Hamilton Township has approved another
development, Gravelly Run Square on the
opposite side of Route 40 from Hamilton
Commons. It has been approved for
295,000 square feet.

o Development spread as far east as Exit 9
with the addition of the AtlantiCare Life
Center one block off of Route 40. Opening
in 2009, the healthcare facility is 83,000
square feet and is opened to the public for
fitness and wellness-training.

• The improvements at Exit 5 also paid 
off rapidly: 

o On the north side, the construction of the
Greyhound Bus Maintenance Garage was
undertaken in 2003. The building is nearly
111,000 square feet in size. 

o On the south side of the interchange, 
Billows Electric Supply opened a new 
facility in September of 2013. The 23,000
square foot building will be the workplace
of 20 employees.
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• At the extreme east end of the ACEx, Atlantic
City has continued to develop new projects in
close proximity to the expressway’s on and
off ramps. These join the many completed
since 2000:

o Directly on the Connector, the Marina 
District has seen a new casino hotel as
well as additions to an existing one: the
former Trump Marina was purchased and
renovated to take advantage of the attrac-
tion of the District; The Borgata Hotel
Casino and Spa, a $1.5 billion project was
opened in July 2003 with 2,002 rooms. It
added the Water Club tower in 2008 with
an additional 800 rooms; and Harrah’s
added a tower in 2002, the 25-story
Bayview Tower, along with expanded
gaming space. In 2008 the Waterfront
Tower opened along with a new pool and
a spa, to better compete with the nearby
Borgata. Finally, a convention center is
currently being constructed and will be
completed in 2015. The 250,000 square
foot building will cost $126 million to
construct.

• At the foot of the ACEx, a large retail district
has developed based on access to both 
Atlantic City visitors and mainland residents.
Contiguous to the Atlantic City Convention

Center and the Sheraton Hotel, the shopping
area spans a number of blocks in all direc-
tions. The projects include:

o The Cordish Co. developed The Walk
Outlet Center which opened in 2003 and
now spans three city blocks with 109
stores. The Walk was purchased by Tanger
Factory Outlet Centers in 2009 and now
covers approximately 470,000 square feet
and employs nearly 3,900.

o A parking garage and Arts outlet was
opened in 2013 and funded by the CRDA.

o A Bass Pro Shop store is being constructed
adjacent to The Walk and will open early
in 2015. The 86,000 square foot store is
expected to generate new visitors that may
not normally visit Atlantic City.

• Finally, it is possible to demonstrate the 
economic impacts of individual construction
projects and commercial developments.
While capturing all of these impacts over a
50-year period is near impossible, the tables
below illustrate the magnitude of such 
impacts for the latest construction project 
and the annual employment at retail develop-
ments at exits 12 and 41 (See Figs. 3 and 4):
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Economic Impacts

Figure 3 – Economic Impacts:  Westbound Road-Widening, Annual Estimates for 2013

Annual Expenditures Industry Area Output Earnings Employment

$10,000,000 Construction State – New Jersey $20,516,000 $6,460,000 153

Atlantic City MSA $14,538,000 $3,899,000 78

Site
Square

Feet
Employment

Wages

(@$26940/FTE)

EXIT 12 2,521,000 6,303 $169,789,350

EXIT 41 1,306,231 3,266 $87,974,658

THE WALK 470,000 1,175 $31,654,500

TOTAL 4,297,231 10,743 $289,418,508

Figure 4 – Economic Impacts:  Retail Trade Development, 

Estimates for 2014



5. Phase v: 2014 – future. Expectations for the
roadway and the region.

The future role of the ACEx in the economic 
development is only as certain as are projections
of growth industries in the region. Which one or

more of these that will take root and develop
more fully is still not clear. Nonetheless,
whichever industry cluster becomes an 
economic development driver for the region, 
the benefits that the ACEx will provide can 
certainly be envisioned.
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• aviation

With the presence of the FAA Technical Center
and Atlantic City International Airport in
Pomona, the region has proactively sought to 
expand its role in aviation-related R&D, includ-
ing research in the development of Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (UAS).

• Destination Resort

As the casino industry matures and expands its
geographical footprint, Atlantic City looks to 
redefine itself as a multi-faceted resort with
gaming as one of many entertainment options. 
In order for this transformation to become 
successful and sustainable, access to the region
becomes crucial. 

• Meds and eds

Primary economic development drivers of many
regions include universities, colleges and health-
care services which attract year-round economic
activity that is not dependent on a large central
city. The ACEx serves to expand the market 
area for both customers as well as qualified 
employees.

Potential Industry Clusters and the Role of the aCex    

• Retirement

With the continued acceleration of the retirement
of the Baby Boom generation, Southern New
Jersey will continue to play a role as a retirement
location of choice. Lured by the shore and 
having a generational attachment to the region,
this industry will develop in towns and cities that
prepare to meet the growing demand.

• Wine and beer

Southern New Jersey has long been the garden
of the Garden State. Recently, as markets have
changed and consumer tastes shifted, the region
has begun to foster new products such as organic
vegetables, grapes for wine-making and hops for
beer production. With the ACEx available to
ship fresh goods quickly to metro markets,
growth of these businesses is not restricted to
local demand.



As stated previously, not even the most experienced
forecaster can predict exactly what the direction of
economic development will be over the next fifty
years. However, in order to encourage and comple-
ment either the growth of existing industries or the
birth of new ones, the best that can be done now is to
provide the conditions that foster growth. A flexible
and dependable transportation network is the most 
essential ingredient in this process. As the Atlantic City
Expressway, its planners, and governing body have
shown over the past 50 years, as the future unfolds this
region can rely on a roadway that is built to serve its
needs….whatever they will be. 

In 1962, neither the members of the New Jersey Ex-
pressway Authority nor Hap Farley himself could have
predicted the wide range of economic impacts to 
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Related Development

As one or more of these industry clusters develop,
there are several related development trends that will 
accompany this growth. These trends will be greatly
assisted by the ACEx.

1. airport/train access

The coordination of transit hubs is essential to
the success of a number of the industry clusters
mentioned above. As the SJTA is able to coordi-
nate the interconnection of the roadway and
ACY, this remains an asset to the region. 

2. Revive Downtowns

The growing preference of both Millennials as
well as retirees is to live in a vibrant downtown
that provides both necessities as well as ameni-
ties within a walking distance or a short drive.
The resurgence of livable downtowns in 
Southern New Jersey has already begun, 
aided by the ACEx. 

Conclusion

emanate from the initial investment of $50 million.
With casino gaming still a distant outcome, the reality
of a safer, speedier and more direct route to points east
of the Delaware River held the promise of integration
into the New Jersey economic mainstream for 
Southern New Jersey. 

Over the past half-century, the Atlantic City 
Expressway has provided a modern, state-of-the-art
pathway for visitors, residents and commercial activity
that has complemented and enhanced economic growth
in Southern New Jersey. In the future, it stands ready to
continue that role for whatever economic opportunity
comes down the road.



Since its completion in 1964, the Atlantic City 
Expressway (ACEx) has provided the most convenient
and efficient means of moving across Southern New
Jersey from east to west. Previous to the opening of the
limited-access roadway, generations of tourists, em-
ployees and residents used routes 30 and 40, the White
Horse Pike and Black Horse Pike. With the increasing
development along the southern Jersey Shore and the
opening of the Garden State Parkway’s southern por-
tion in the late 1950s, the ACEx was to provide in-
creased access to and from the Philadelphia area.

Originally conceived as a means of increasing the
tourism trade of Atlantic City, the roadway provided
the means to open up the least developed region of the
state to residential and commercial development. As
development patterns changed in both the Philadelphia
and Atlantic City suburbs, ACEx exits became valued
for the ability to get both employees and customers 
to and from offices and retail centers in ways that 
extended shopping areas as well as labor markets. 

As the ACEx approaches its golden anniversary in
mid-2014, the South Jersey Transportation Authority
(SJTA) has contracted with the Center for Regional 
& Business Research at Atlantic Cape Community
College and the Integrated Transportation Finance
Group to provide a study which demonstrates the 
economic impact of the roadway on the region. 
It is meant to illustrate how public investment in 
the roadway has benefited the broader region.

Beginning in 1932 as part of the Philadelphia version
of a Robert Moses inspired network of parkways, gain-
ing popularity as the post-WWII growth of suburbia
and demand for tourism opportunities increase demand
along the southern Jersey Shore, and finally coming to
fruition through the persistence of State Senator Frank
“Hap” Farley, the Atlantic City Expressway has a 
history worth telling. For now three generations of 
visitors, residents, employers and employees, getting
around South Jersey has meant time saved, miles 
traveled and tolls paid to get from the Shore to the City
and points in-between on the ‘AC Expressway.’
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While economic geographers have debated the contri-
butions of transportation projects to regional growth
since the great railroad expansions of the mid-1800s,
formal evaluations by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) began in earnest in the 1990s. With
the publication of “The Best Investment Ever Made”
in 1996 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the
Dwight D. Eisenhower System of Interstate and 
Defense Highways, projecting and measuring the 
economic impacts of transportation projects became 
a required part of any funding request for federal 
highway dollars. 

Under the FHWA, a comprehensive research agenda
was funded. This resulted in the publication of a Final
Report in 2001 which provided the framework and
guidelines for measuring the impact of highway 
investments (see: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/
economic_development/index.cfm). To further illus-
trate and standardize the methodology to be used in
funding requests, Congress required a set of studies to
be done on corridor highways as part of Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) 
funding. These were completed in 2003-2004 and 
can be found at the link above. 

Using the FHWA framework established in these 
studies, the impact of a highway on a region is derived
from the following economies that can be attributed to
travel benefits:

• Shorter and more direct distances to haul 
intermediate and finished goods. This is most
important in a region like South Jersey where
major ports and access to large east coast 
markets is a comparative advantage over other
locations.

• Reduced commutes enabling employers to draw
from a larger labor pool. In the hospitality and
tourism industries especially, where services are
labor-intensive, this enables employees to travel
a greater distance at an affordable time cost. In
addition, a facility with very specialized needs
like the FAA Technical Center needs to attract
workers from the Philadelphia metro area.

• Decreased travel times for business travel. 
With many casino executives living in the 
Haddonfield area and many business travelers
using Philadelphia International for air service,
commuting throughout the region on the ACEx
saves time and increases life-style options.

• More direct travel for tourist traffic. The shore
and the gaming tourism markets depend on day
trippers and week-end stays. Reducing the time
required to access the shore and Atlantic City 
increases their competitive advantage over other
leisure locations.

• Costs or negative benefits. A word of caution
needs to be said about the impacts discussed in
any study of economic impacts. Any building
project implies a loss of alternative uses of the
land and resources used, including those of
recreational uses and wildlife habitat. In this
case, a highway brings with it air and noise 
pollution, but the diversion of traffic from a
more congested highway such as Routes 30 and
40 may lead to an overall reduction. And, in the
case of the creating nodes of economic activity
at exits, commercial activity may be diverted
from other locations which, perhaps, may be in
other municipalities. While no effort has been
made to calculate net benefits in this study, the
reader should be aware that some impacts
caused the redistribution of benefits and costs
while others caused costs that are not easily
measured or discerned. 

Once the public transportation investment is made 
in a limited-access corridor highway such as the
ACEx, these economies can nurture a process that
leads to new public and private investment projects
that alter the economic geography of a region. The 
rapidity with which this process unfolds is determined
by many factors, but the FHWA studies reveal a time
period between five and twenty years where the corri-
dor is relatively undeveloped and changes in land use
must take place to maximize the economic benefits of
the public investment. This is the case with the ACEx. 

This investment process propels the economic devel-
opment of the region. The impacts occur in stages
which can be summarized as:

1. The initial impacts are due to construction
spending and travel time savings.

2. Direct impacts due to greater access and shorter
commutes are slower to occur as industries re-
locate to the area and existing industries become
more competitive as they learn to internalize the
new travel benefits from the roadway. Private 
investment occurs which leads to demonstrable
direct economic impacts in terms of enhanced
employment, increased wages and salaries, and
greater output of goods and services. 

The economic Development Impact of Transportation Projects:
a framework



3. The increased spending by businesses in the 
region as they expand and become more 
efficient creates a multiplier effect which leads
to growth in secondary industries. These include
professional and business services, retail and
wholesale trade, personal services, and health
and educational services.

4. Finally, wages and salaries of employees fuel
household formation. The latter leads to residen-
tial construction, population growth and the 
expansion of public services and government
employment.

In the special case of this study, the process was accel-
erated as the casino referendum of 1976 brought rapid
private investment at the eastern terminus of the ACEx
in the form of an industry protected from competition
by government powers. This event concentrated in-
vestment in a limited geographic area allowing for the
rapid deployment of the travel benefits of the highway.
Finally, it allowed future expansion of the roadway to
be focused and easily sellable to a wide array of stake-
holders without the need for extended political battles.
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Purpose and framework of this study

The purpose of this study is to illustrate with examples
of available evidence how the FHWA framework
played out in Southern New Jersey beginning with the
public investment of $52m to build the Atlantic City
Expressway in 1964. While a comprehensive listing 
of the all of the related events over a 50-year period
would be near impossible, the authors present high-
lights so that the reader can easily understand the 
relationships between roadway investment and 
economic impacts.

To better illustrate these relationships, the study has
been organized over five phases of economic develop-
ment in the region which many readers can identify
with historical events. These phases are defined
chronologically as:

1. Phase I: 1932 – 1963. From the first serious 
conception of the ACEx by regional planners to
the establishment of the NJ Expressway Author-
ity created to finance and build the roadway.

2. Phase II: 1964 – 1978. The opening of the road-
way to the beginning of the casino era in Atlantic
City. 

3. Phase III: 1979 – 2000. The period which 
ushered in the basic land use changes at various
exits needed for the roadway to maximize its
economic benefits for the region. 

4. Phase Iv: 2001 – 2013. Improvements and 
extensions of the original roadway to comple-
ment the development needs of the region.

5. Phase v: 2014 – future. Expectations for the
roadway and the region.

For each phase, the following topics are presented:

• aCex Highlights: These include changes in 
governance and directors as well as enhance-
ments to the roadway and rest areas.

• Traffic and Toll Revenue Trends: These trends
are closely tied to international events which 

impact fuel costs as well as competitive issues
impacting industries that rely on the roadway.

• Major Roadway Capital Projects: Improvements
which increased the travel benefits of the road-
way were undertaken to both foster economic
growth as well as to complement major new
projects in the region. 

• economic Development Highlights: Major 
investments which are tied directly to the public
investment in the roadway. In addition, major 
development projects that benefit from the road-
way are included. As cause and effect are often
difficult to prove – especially over a 50-year 
period – these are included to illustrate the
broader economic development of the region
which has accompanied the continuing invest-
ment in the roadway.

In order to illustrate the on-going economic benefits 
of the investment in the roadway, two economic impact
tables are presented at the end of the current phase of
roadway development. These are intended to show the
relationships between transportation spending, 
economic activity, employment and wages. One 
example is how the latest ACEx construction project
offers temporary benefits due to the construction 
dollars spent to widen the roadway. The second 
example is the on-going benefits from the development
of retail trade around exits 12 and 41 and the terminus
in Atlantic City. 

In summary, this study identifies the close relationship
between the initial construction of the ACEx, the many
improvements that have added to the roadway’s travel
benefits, and the large shifts in the economy of the re-
gion. While many events and developments have been
excluded, this is in the interests of making this relation-
ship as clear and identifiable to the reader as possible
rather than crediting each and every contribution. The
authors take full responsibility for any omissions
which may be of interest to the individual reader. 



As early as 1932, the idea of a parkway connecting 
the Benjamin Franklin Bridge with Atlantic City was
proposed by the Regional Planning Federation. With
the post-WWII development of the Jersey Shore, the
congestion caused by summer traffic was a concern to
transportation planners, commuters and vacation-
home owners. 

By the 1950s, led by State Senator Frank “Hap” Far-
ley, the most obvious missing piece to the limited-ac-
cess roadways recently completed – the NJ Turnpike

and the Garden State Parkway – remained the link be-
tween Philadelphia and Atlantic City. In addition, the
slow but certain decline in tourism and population in 
Atlantic City was becoming a concern to the entire
South Jersey region.

Finally, late in the 1950s, the NJ State Highway 
Department authorized studies on the feasibility of 
a new highway that would be financed by bonds and
paid for through the collection of tolls. 
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Phase I: from Dream to Reality, 1932 – 1963
Planning and Construction

* On January 16, 1962 Gov. Robert Meyner
signed the New Jersey Expressway Authority
Act creating the authorization to finance and
build the Atlantic City Expressway. 

• Five members were appointed to the Board of
the Authority: two from Atlantic County and one 
from Camden, Gloucester and Cape May coun-
ties.

aCex Highlights:

The first bond issue was sold based on the forecast of
traffic and toll revenues shown below. These projec-
tions were based on the original tolls of $.75 at the Egg
Harbor Toll Plaza and $.15 at the Pleasantville Toll
Plaza. (See Table 1)

The first month of operations saw 500,000 cars use the
roadway, well on its way to fulfilling expectations.

Traffic and Toll Revenue Trends

Year

Total

Traffic

Toll 

Revenue

Average

Toll

1964

1965

1969 8,649,000 $5,276,000 $0.61

1973 9,734,000 $5,938,000 $0.61

1974 10,026,000 $6,116,000 $0.61

Table 1: Projected Traffic and Revenue

• By February of 1962, Gov. Hughes signed legis-
lation for the sale of bonds to finance the 
projected $39 million needed for construction. 

• The speed limit was set at 70 mph to take 
advantage of its limited-access.
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The original budget for the ACEx construction from
Route 42 in Camden County to Atlantic City was $39
million. This was increased to $48.3 million when the

roadway was completed in 1965. The original budget
components are shown below.

Major Roadway Capital Projects

Table 2: Original Construction Project Funding

Year
Right-of-Way Construction Engineering

Total Project

Costs

ACE Revenue

Bonds Series A

(4.75%)

ACE Revenue

Bonds Series B

(4.25%)

1964 $2,968,091 $29,763,537 $3,057,395 $39,048,544 $46,800,000 $5,825,000

1966 $3,733,855 $36,493,518 $3,838,758 $50,367,265

• Even while the ACEx was in construction, it was
clear that one of the prime beneficiaries would
be the Atlantic City Race Course. With exits 12
and 14 located on either side of the Course, both
horses as well as customers would have easy 
access to the ACRC which opened July of 1946.
The $4 million establishment was funded by a
group headed by Grace Kelly’s father, Jack
Kelly. Original stockholders included Bob Hope,
Harry James and Sammy Kaye.

ACRC quickly became one of the nation’s 
leading horse tracks. This prominence would
continue into the 1970s, helped by the access
provided by the new roadway, until another
tourism attraction just 12 miles away would 
provide competition for leisure dollars. Track 
attendance peaked in 1974 with well over 
one-million customers for both thoroughbred
and harness racing.

economic Development Highlights
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To much fanfare, C. Cattan led the way down the
ACEx on opening day on July 31, 1964. For those in
Camden County and the Philadelphia suburbs, the
drive down the shore would no longer require the use
of the White Horse Pike (Route 30) or the Black Horse
Pike (Routes 322 and 40). In addition, the roadway
would provide those commuting to jobs in the
Philadelphia metro area the opportunity to move into
the burgeoning suburbs on Camden and Gloucester
counties.

Over the years of this phase, much of the expressway’s
infrastructure would be finalized with the addition 
of call boxes, a full-service rest plaza, beautification
project, and a new administration building. Not quite
aware that the coming of casino gaming would 
substantially change traffic patterns and volume, 
the roadway provided a leisurely drive to the shore.

While outdone by Woodstock two weeks later, one of
the largest rock festivals in the world up to that time is
held at the ACRC in the summer of 1969 on August
1st, 2nd, and 3rd. 

Phase II: opening Day aCex to opening Day Resorts, 1964 – 1978
first Toll to service Plaza Dedication

• The first 14 years of operation established the
ACEx as the road of choice for summer day-trip-
pers, vacation-home residents, and renters at the
southern Jersey Shore from Long Beach Island
to Cape May.

• ACEx, under the auspices of the NJ Expressway
Authority (NJEA), was just short of completion
to Atlantic City in the summer of 1964 when the
national Democratic Convention was held there.
Opened on July 31, 1964 the roadway extended
from Route 42 eastward to the Garden State
Parkway.

• Sen. Hap Farley gladly paid the $.15 toll in
Pleasantville to open the final piece of the 
roadway on July 30, 1965. 

• By 1966, the Holiday House and a farmers’ 
market opened at the rest stop and call boxes
were added in 1967 as part of a major beautifica-
tion project. The toll would increase to $1.00 at
the Egg Harbor Plaza.

• The first Executive Director was named in 1965
and was followed by Ambrose in 1974. 
(See Table 3)

aCex Highlights:

• The new Administration Building opened in
1973, moving the staff from the Atlantic City bus
station to the rest stop. 

• In 1977, the driving force behind the Atlantic
City Expressway’s coming to fruition was 
recognized as the rest stop  was officially
renamed Farley Plaza.

• The operating statistics shown below indicate
that the roadway had already shown the ability 
to both pay for its own capital and operating 
expenses as well as show the promise of excess
revenues that could be used for economic devel-
opment purposes in the region. (See Table 4)

Year Name Authority

1965-1974 Scanlon NJ Expressway

1974-1979 Ambrose NJ Expressway

Table 4: Financial Operating Statistics, 1964 – 1978

Revenues Expenses

Table 3: Executive Directors, 1965 – 1979

Year
Tolls

Intercept Parking 

& Service Area
Total Admin

Toll Collection,

Maint. & Police
Total

1964 $741,668 $745,802 $55,056 $236,911 $309,436

1965 $2,283,966 $2,283,966

1970 $4,691,374 $127,212 $5,084,273 $321,761 $1,239,035 $1,853,915

1975 $4,902,620 $182,565 $5,530,087 $322,959 $1,558,027 $2,086,304

1978 $7,240,020 $258,354 $8,088,050 $455,693 $2,153,215 $2,789,706
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As illustrated below, toll revenues grew rapidly, reach-
ing $4 million in 1968, $5 million in 1973 and finally
exceeding the original projections in 1978 with $7.2
million and traffic volume of 12.2 million vehicle trips.
(See Table 5) 

The actual statistics give evidence of the impact of the
first oil crisis on the travel habits of motorists. While
reaching over $5 million in 1973, revenues would not
reach that level again until 1976. 

Traffic and Toll Revenue Trends

Table 5: Traffic and Revenue – Actual vs. Projected, 1964 – 1978

Original Projection Actual

Year
Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll

1964 1,225,000 $741,668 $0.60

1965 3,811,500 $2,283,966 $0.60

1969 8,649,000 $5,276,000 $0.61 7,270,137 $4,356,523 $0.60

1973 9,734,000 $5,938,000 $0.61 8,732,426 $5,394,473 $0.62

1974 10,026,000 $6,116,000 $0.61 7,585,840 $4,665,643 $0.62

1975 10,327,000 $6,299,000 $0.61 7,986,995 $4,902,620 $0.61

1976 10,637,000 $6,489,000 $0.61 8,843,662 $5,436,684 $0.61

1977 10,937,000 $6,672,000 $0.61 9,826,579 $6,019,869 $0.61

1978 11,237,000 $6,855,000 $0.61 12,245,975 $7,240,020 $0.59

• The beautification and farmers market projects
are the first major capital programs undertaken
by the NJEA since the original construction.
These cost $1.13 million.

Major Roadway Capital Projects
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The first two major projects directly linked to the 
access provided by the roadway are announced and
begun in this phase:

• In 1970, Levitt & Sons announces a planned
900-unit residential project to be built in Sick-
lerville (Winslow Township, Camden County)
just off of Exit 38. This development provides 
an eastern edge to the spreading suburbs in 
Camden County.

• As the table below demonstrates, the availability
of the ACEx provides the impetus for municipal-
ities at nearby exits to expand rapidly. While the
entire region was experiencing growth, the table
makes it clear that those townships bordering the
roadway clearly presented economic reasons for
competitive advantages over other municipali-
ties. (See Table 6)

With the advent of casino gaming and the new
access provided by the expressway, the table
makes it clear how the preferences of home 
buyers arranged themselves geographically. 
In Camden County both Winslow (79%) and
Gloucester (70%) townships far exceeded the
growth rate of the county (3%). 

In Atlantic County, the same is true of Brigantine
(23%), and the three townships designated by
the Pinelands Commission for growth, Egg 
Harbor (96%), Galloway (47%) and Hamilton
(47%). Using exits 12 and 9, and in Brigantine’s
case a new bridge, these communities helped
change the ACEx into a commuter’s roadway.

• The first major commercial development to take
advantage of the regional access provided by the
ACEx takes place in 1971. The South Jersey 
Gas Co. moves its headquarters to Folsom from
Atlantic City. Located just north of Exit 27 on
Route 56, the building is approximately 64,000
square feet when later expanded in 1986. It
houses approximately 230 employees at the
present time. Including other nearby SJG facili-
ties, there are over 300 employees in the 
Hammonton area.

• As originally envisioned by Hap Farley, the
roadway provides a second major transportation
connection, in addition to the Garden State 
Parkway, to Stockton State College. As the 
region’s only four-year institution of higher 
education, one more piece of the economic 
development puzzle is put in place when 
the College opens its new campus in 
Pomona in 1972. 

economic Development Highlights

Table 6: Population Growth 1970 – 80, Bordering Municipalities

Year/Place

Population

1970

Population

1980

% Growth –

10 Year

New Jersey 7,171,112 7,365,011 2.7%

Atlantic County 175,043 194,119 10.9%

Atlantic City 47,859 40,191 -16.0%

Brigantine 6,741 8,318 23.4%

Egg Harbor Twp. 9,882 19,381 96.1%

Galloway 8,276 12,176 47.1%

Hamilton 6,445 9,499 47.4%

Camden County 456,291 471,656 3.4%

Gloucester Twp. 26,511 45,156 70.3%

Winslow 11,202 20,034 78.8%
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The twelve year period of 1978 – 2000 marks the rapid
growth of the use of the ACEx brought on by the 
legalization of casino gaming in Atlantic City, made
possible by the referendum passed in 1976. With the
opening of Resorts International in 1978, the roadway
begins a large growth spurt which needs to be 
accommodated with capital improvements and 
the first new exit. 

With its expanding role in the economic development
of the region, the NJEA is replaced with the South 
Jersey Transportation Authority (SJTA) in 1992. This

acknowledges the broader influence that the ACEx
plays in the region and expands the role of the govern-
ing body. The new authority also takes over the owner-
ship and management of Atlantic City International
Airport (ACY). 

As Phase III closes, Atlantic City looks forward to a
second stage of casino development with the develop-
ment of the Marina District and construction on the
newest and largest casino hotel in the City, the 
Borgata. This would be the first new casino since 
the opening of the Taj Mahal in 1991.

Phase III: Casino-led boom to the Millennium, 1978 – 2000
Complementing Growth and new Development

aCex Highlights:

Table 7: Executive Directors, 1979 – 2005

Year Name Authority

1965-1974 Scanlon NJ Expressway

1974-1979 Ambrose NJ Expressway

1979-1984 Fear NJ Expressway

1985-1989 Vass NJ Expressway

1989-1992 Leonetti NJ Expressway

1992-1994 DiAngelo SJ Transportation

1994-2005 Crawford SJ Transportation

“The New Jersey Expressway Authority was established with a single, clear purpose – to efficiently serve 
the traveling public via the Atlantic City Expressway. The NJEA did just that for many years 

and enjoyed consistent growth in traffic and revenue over that time.”
– Vincent L. Leonetti, Executive Director

• The inside shoulders of the Expressway were
paved at a cost of $1.4 million and completed 
in 1980.

• Intercept parking lots for casino employees are
begun between Pleasantville and Atlantic City.
These open in 1981 with a cost of 
$2.023 million.

• Farley Plaza is updated in 1982, adding a fast
food restaurant and expanded offices.

• In 1984, Exit 9 is expanded to service commuters
in Egg Harbor Township as well as employees of
the expanding FAA Technical Center located 
adjacent to ACY. The approximately $4 million
cost is paid for from annual earnings.

• The NJEA makes its first contribution of $3.7
million to the Transportation Trust Fund.

• Celebration of the first 25 years, 1989. This year
also marked the completion of the third lane east-
bound from Route 73 to the Garden State 
Parkway. This is part of a $30 million upgrade 
to the Expressway and associated facilities.

• NJEA is abolished with the creation of the South
Jersey Transportation Authority and the acquisi-
tion of ACY. SJTA issues $44 million in bonds
which pays off all former NJEA debt as well as
Atlantic County Transportation Authority’s debt.

• State Police Building added to Farley Plaza in
1994.



• The bridge to Atlantic City is widened to five
lanes and dedicated to former State Senator
Joseph L. McGahn in 1995. 

• The ACEx is one of the first roadways to use 
E-ZPass, taking the first toll in 1998.

• Tolls are increased to $2.00 at the Egg Harbor
Toll Plaza and $.50 at Pleasantville Plaza. The
increases are approved to fund a planned $60
million capital improvement program.

• In 1999, the Visitors’ Center opens at the now
seldom-used intercept parking area. 

• In 1999, construction begins on the first new 
interchange, Exit 41 Berlin-Cross Keys Rd. It is
completed in 2000 at a cost of nearly $5million. 

• The Atlantic City-Brigantine Connector breaks
ground in 1999. The project will cost 
$330 million including nearly $30 million 
in right of way.

The growth in traffic and the resulting toll revenue 
increase driven by tourism in Atlantic City allows the
ACEx to substantially increase its operating profits.
This provides the ability to expand the capital invest-
ment in the roadway. This phase in the history of the
expressway in the middle of two of its most expensive
capital programs – the Connector and Exit 41 
interchange. (See Table 8)
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Table 8: Financial Operating Statistics, 1978 – 2000

Revenues Expenses

Year
Tolls

Intercept Parking 

& Service Area
Total Admin

Toll Collection,

Maint. & Police
Total

1979 $8,576,921 $375,586 $9,778,716 $815,560 $2,945,642 $4,094,411

1980 $11,126,831 $620,182 $12,550,393 $898,371 $3,528,629 $5,292,183

1985 $18,991,386 $2,469,133 $22,848,165 $2,266,445 $7,525,001 $14,690,461

1990 $22,939,344 $2,758,787 $28,176,418 $3,476,484 $12,708,380 $19,428,031

1995 $24,257,677 $1,905,162 $26,917,757 $6,726,783 $12,730,589 $19,816,332

2000 $44,035,177 $2,046,470 $47,962,977 $7,857,358 $15,712,246 $23,569,604



The Regional economic Impact of the 

atlantic City expressway: 1964 – 2014

11

Traffic and Toll Revenue Trends

Coinciding with the casino era in Atlantic City, the 
actual traffic volume and toll revenues exceed those
projected in the original bond prospectus. This trend
accelerates and continues throughout the following two
decades as shown below. By 2000, revenues exceed
$44 million, more than four times those projected. 
(See Table 9)

One of the primary economic impacts of most corridor,
limited-access transportation projects is the time saved
by users compared to the next best alternative route. In
the table below, the total vehicle miles traveled (VMT)
were calculated and, using the FHWA standard

methodology for valuing time saved, the value of that
time was estimated. Using a $9.00 per hour time value,
the resulting savings attributed to the expressway
(compared to Route 322/40) reach $57 million by
1998. (See Table 10)

These savings are realized by the users of the roadway
and become available for other purchases. These could
be goods and services which are discretionary, or they
could be used to purchase a more preferred home. In
short, the savings are real and accrue to all that use the
roadway. Most of these savings remain in the region.

Table 9: Traffic and Revenue, Actual vs. Projected, 1979 – 2000

Original Projection Actual

Year
Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll

1979 11,537,000 $7,038,000 $0.61 15,383,612 $8,576,921 $0.56

1980 11,847,000 $7,221,000 $0.61 19,988,359 $11,126,831 $0.56

1985 13,337,000 $8,136,000 $0.61 35,989,295 $18,991,386 $0.53

1990 14,837,000 $9,051,000 $0.61 45,035,072 $22,939,344 $0.51

1995 15,587,000 $9,508,000 $0.61 47,602,146 $24,257,677 $0.51

2000 16,337,000 $9,966,000 $0.61 50,619,351 $44,322,412 $0.88

Table 10: Vehicle Miles Traveled, 1984 – 1998

Year Total VMT Time Value

1984 689,346,358 $43,056,574

1990 844,788,959 $52,765,518

1998 913,145,988 $57,035,098
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Major Roadway Capital Projects

• The Intercept lots were constructed for the 
purpose of keeping employee traffic to Atlantic
City minimized, especially during the period of 
a limited number of parking garages. This 
reserved the parking spaces at the casino hotels
available for customers. The lots were used until
the mid-1990s when parking spaces built in 
Atlantic City were sufficient for both employees
and visitors. (See Table 11)

• Exit 9 expansion.

• E-ZPass installation, widening of toll plazas.

• Connector project, $330 million.

• Visitors’ Center

• Third eastbound lane added, Rt. 73 to 
Pleasantville, 1988.

• Exit 41 project completed in May of 2000.

Table 11: ACE Intercept Parking Facility

Year
Revenue

Preliminary

Engineering
Construction Engineering Project Cost

1980 $50,803 $961,571 $8,169 $990,708

1981 $1,144,176 $52,097 $1,913,994 $57,493 $2,023,214

economic Development Highlights

• The impact of casino gaming in Atlantic City
goes beyond casino revenues. The influx of 
visitors invigorates the entire shore region with
the expansion of golf courses, non-casino hotels,
and tourist-oriented projects throughout the

lower Jersey Shore. By 2000, the NJ Division of
Tourism and Travel attributes over $10 billion in
tourism generated economic activity to Atlantic
and Cape May counties. (See Table 12) 

“As the first Executive Director of the South Jersey Transportation Authority (SJTA), it was 
my privilege to manage the formation of the SJTA by assimilating the New Jersey Expressway Authority, 

the Atlantic County Transportation Authority, and acquiring Atlantic City International Airport.”  
– Walt DeAngelo, Executive Director

Table 12: Atlantic City Annual Visit Trips by Mode, 1978 – 2000 (000s)

Year Automobile Casino Bus NJ Transit Bus Air Rail Total

1978 6,445 200 353 10 7,008

1979 7,909 1,000 536 20 9,465

1980 9,891 3,298 613 20 13,822

1985 15,702 12,589 758 277 29,326

1990 19,310 11,201 528 544 230 31,813

1995 23,162 9,079 517 386 128 33,272

2000 23,177 9,015 536 323 133 33,184



• As the number of visitors continues to climb, the
Atlantic City Convention Center is opened in
1997 at the foot of the ACEx. With over 600,000
square feet of space, the Center is one of the
largest on the East Coast. The project costs 
$268 million to construct. The project integrates
the NJ Transit Rail Station and an adjoining
Sheraton Hotel into a convention center intended
to bring business to Atlantic City in the 
mid-week and off-season periods.

• The expansion of Exit 9 allows employees and
contractors easier access to the FAA Technical
Center. In the mid-1980s the new technical
building is constructed. The project adds
516,000 square feet of high-tech space at a cost
of $50 million. 

• The Technical Center reports that approximately
10% of its employees commute from Camden
County, benefiting from the Exit 9 improve-
ments and the roadway in general. After comple-
tion of the Connector this exit also becomes
popular with Brigantine employees working 
at the Tech Center.

• The financial success of the roadway allows a
major addition to the terminal at Atlantic City
International Airport to be funded by ACEx
funds in 2000.

• The growth of communities along the ACEx
continues to outpace the counties they are in as
well as the State overall. While growth issues
become part of the concern of these communi-
ties, they are clearly the preferred places of resi-
dence for many in the region. (See Table 13)
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Table 13: Pop. Growth 1980 – 2000, Bordering Municipalities

Year/Place

Population

1980

Population

1990

Population

2000

% Growth –

20 Year

New Jersey 7,365,011 7,747,750 8,414,350 14.2%

Atlantic County 194,119 224,327 253,210 30.4%

Atlantic City 40,191 37,957 40,524 0.8%

Brigantine 8,318 11,354 12,595 51.4%

Egg Harbor Twp. 19,381 23,512 30,361 56.7%

Galloway 12,176 23,559 31,184 156.1%

Hamilton 9,499 20,497 26,503 179.0%

Camden County 471,656 502,824 507,075 7.5%

Gloucester Twp. 45,156 53,604 63,110 39.8%

Winslow 20,034 30,407 33,955 69.5%

• The 1980s and 1990s see amazing growth of
commercial development in the Exit 12 vicinity.
Allowing access to the ACEx as well as the Gar-
den State Parkway via the ACEx, this location is
well-situated for retail development. It sits at the
confluence of Route 40, Route 322, the ACEx
and Wrangleboro Road. This provides access
from all four directions.

The initial development is Hamilton Mall which
was opened in 1987 near the Atlantic City Race
Course. The Festival at Hamilton was built
across Route 322 from the Mall in the early

1990s. By the mid-1990s, reflecting changes in
retail shopping habits and strategies, the big-box
dominated Consumer Square was developed.
With the rapid residential development in the
area as shown in the table above, this develop-
ment continued into the next decade. The 
approximate size of these developments:
o Hamilton Mall:  1,340,000 sq. ft.
o Festival at Hamilton:  186,000 sq. ft.
o Consumer Square: 845,000 sq. ft.
o Toys ‘R Us and Walmart: 150,000 sq. ft.
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Map 2: Exit 12 Development

“Hamilton Township is now recognized as the crossroads of Atlantic County and as such our 
retail growth has been centered around the intersection of the Atlantic City Expressway 

with Routes 322 & 40. The accessibility provided by the Expressway has had a positive impact 
on both the residential and commercial growth of the Township.”  

– Mayor Roger Silva, Hamilton Township
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• On July 31, 2001, the Connector was opened to
traffic. 

• In 2002, Exit 5 is expanded to a full interchange.
This gives land on Route 9 in Pleasantville ready
access to ACEx. Greyhound Bus Lines builds a
maintenance garage to the immediate north of
the exit.

• In 2003, a ramp is added to the Connector at
Huron Ave. giving all three casino properties in
the Marina District full access.

• Farley Plaza is once again upgraded with a $5
million and 15,000 square foot addition. A gift
shop, new eateries and a memorial park com-
memorating State Police and SJTA personnel
that have died in the line of duty.

• The Pleasantville Plaza has a bridge put over 
the toll booths in 2004 to ensure the safety of
employees. In addition, in May of that year 
express E-ZPass lanes are added at both toll
plazas. A third lane to Atlantic City is added.

• The final interchange improvements to Exit 17
are begun in 2007. In addition, the widening 
of the roadway from the GSP to milepost 31 
is initiated.

• An all-electronic tolling study is commissioned
in 2007.

• The last toll increase occurs in 2009, rising to
$3.00 at the Egg Harbor Plaza and $.75 at 
Pleasantville. Accounting for the general rate of
inflation over time, these tolls are almost identi-
cal to the original tolls in real dollars. The bridge
over the ACEx at Exit 41 is widened as the rapid
development around the interchange increase 
demand on Berlin-Cross Keys Rd.

• The Exit 17 project is completed on June 18,
2010 allowing vehicles to exit and enter in both
directions. The expansion opens up Egg Harbor
City to much-needed development. With a train
station, location on Route 30 and Route 50
(which leads directly to Exit 17), and two new
schools, the City’s infrastructure is ready for
new development.

• In 2011, E-ZPass express lanes are added at both
plazas as toll booths are removed in several
lanes. 

• Also in 2011, the SJTA receives both the 
American Council of Engineering Companies’
engineering excellence award as well as the
Southern NJ People’s Economic Impact Award
for its service to the region’s tourism industry 
in providing excellent transportation for those
wishing to drive or fly to Atlantic City. 

Phase Iv: Meeting the Growing needs of the Region, 2001 – 2013
economic Development from Gloucester Township to The Connector

aCex Highlights:

Table 14: Executive Directors, 1994 – Curent

Year Name Authority

1994-2005 Crawford SJ Transportation

2005-2007 Iannone (Acting) SJ Transportation

2007-2012 Mueller SJ Transportation

2012-2013 Donelson (Acting) SJ Transportation

Current Frankowski (Interim) SJ Transportation

“The roadway has lived up to its intended purpose of serving as a catalyst for Atlantic City, 
Atlantic County and South Jersey development. During the period from 1994 to 2005, 

the Expressway expanded its involvement in the region, both through increased service 
and through support of regional growth. The support of Tourism and the Airport 

by both the Expressway resources and staff were key to their growth.”  
– James Crawford, Executive Director
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• As the table below shows, despite the peak of
traffic volume being reached in 2008, the new
toll increase allows revenues to continue to 
increase far faster than costs. (See Table 15)

Table 15: Financial Operating Statistics, 2001 – 2010

Revenues Expenses

Year
Tolls

Intercept Parking 

& Service Area
Total Admin

Toll Collection,

Maint. & Police
Total

2001 $45,853,899 $2,060,507 $49,903,820 $8,376,008 $17,168,451 $25,544,459

2005 $57,970,661 $2,463,790 $63,962,202 $13,822,725 $22,338,956 $36,161,681

2010 $78,914,150 $1,926,571 $84,342,144 $15,515,767 $26,477,453 $41,993,220

Traffic and Toll Revenue Trends

Far exceeding original expectations by 2002, the last
projected year, traffic and revenues escalate rapidly as
the national economy peaks in 2008 and then heads
into recession. With nearly 67 million trips being
recorded, the demands on the roadway become victim
to the loss of discretionary income to potential tourists
and growing competition in the Mid-Atlantic region
for casino gaming dollars. Both the casino and the 
general tourism markets fall prey.

As traffic volume falls, even the 2009 toll increase
cannot keep toll revenues from declining. Peaking at
$82 million in 2009, they begin to fall through 2013.
(See Table 16)

With the general decline in traffic, the VMT also falls.
This reduces the time savings from a peak of $71 
million in 2007 to $55 million in 2013. (See Table 17) 

Table 16: Traffic and Revenue – Actual vs. Projected, 2001 – 2013

Original Projection Actual

Year
Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll Total Traffic Total Revenue Average Toll

2001 16,487,000 $10,057,000 $0.61 54,415,354 $45,853,899 $0.84

2002 16,637,000 $10,149,000 $0.61 59,000,044 $48,525,003 $0.82

2005 64,594,708 $57,907,661 $0.90

2008 66,961,243 $63,476,068 $0.95

2009 58,432,437 $82,162,229 $1.41

2010 54,977,031 $78,914,150 $1.44

2012 52,997,122 $77,569,176 $1.46

2013 52,077,929

Table 17: Vehicle Miles Traveled, 2007 – 2013

Year Total VMT Time Value

2007 1,134,689,368 $70,872,698

2013 886,052,658 $55,342,849
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Major Roadway Capital Projects

• Exit 41 interchange is completed in 2000 for $5
million.

• The Connector is opened in 2001. The project
cost of $330 million is shared by several entities
including the Borgata’s owners (MGM). 

• Assorted projects fall under the overall $60 
million capital project fund. The upgrade of 
Farley is funded by the tenant for $5 million.

• The widening of the westbound lanes, Exit 17
upgrade and express E-ZPass lanes are being
constructed using a $25 million bond. 

• In December 2009, SJTA broke ground on a $58
million third lane expansion along the Atlantic
City Expressway to meet traffic demands and
mitigate congestion. The project adds a third
lane in the westbound direction from the Garden
State Parkway to Route 73, a length of 24.1
miles. The third lane has opened to traffic while
work on phase three continues, which covers
milepost 25.0 to 31.8. The project is expected to
be completed in June 2014.

economic Development Highlights

Between 2000 and the present time, the ACEx truly
becomes the main commercial artery for Southern
New Jersey. From The Walk at the Atlantic City termi-
nus of the roadway to the rapidly developing Exit 41
retail cluster, the pace of development accelerated 

rapidly. This was done despite the halt in the increase
of visitors to Atlantic City itself, as shown below. By 
providing access to a variety of commercial shopping
and entertainment venues, the economic impact of the
roadway continues to grow. (See Table 18)

Table 18: Atlantic City Annual Visit Trips by Mode, 2001 – 2010 (000s)

Year Automobile Casino Bus NJ Transit Bus Air Rail Total

2001 23,501 7,986 519 277 140 32,423

2005 27,889 6,104 519 261 151 34,924

2010 24,678 3,709 455 292 194 29,328
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Moving from west to east, highlights of these develop-
ments are given below (See Table 19):

• The 2000 opening of the Exit 41 interchange
brought almost instant development to the
Gloucester Township/Winslow Township area. 
A sampling of more significant projects is shown
in the table below, culminating in the recent
groundbreaking for an outlet center.

Not only is the overall development of commercial
properties in excess of 1.8 million square feet signifi-
cant, but this development has occurred in a short 13
year period. Certainly, the investment in the inter-
change and the subsequent bridge widening has paid
off in jobs, ratables and opportunities for the residents
of that area. 

Table 19: Exit 41, Large Projects Accepted or Completed

Year –

Application

Gloucester Twsp. –

Project
Sqare Footage

2001 Business Park 190,080

2001 Lakeside Business Park 102,432

2001 Retail Center 5,600

2001 Bank 4,500

2003 Self Storage 7,575

2004 Retail Center 11,060

2004 Day Care Center 9,800

2005 Town Square Plaze 377,787

2005 Convenience Store 5,740

2006 Shoppes at Cross Keys 181,386

2006 Twin Oaks Shopping Center 54,412

2006 Shoppes at Cross Keys 38,767

2006 Shopping Center 15,779

2007 Twin Oaks Shopping Center II 23,300

2007 Retail Center 23,000

2007 Tractor Supply Store 22,670

2008 Shopping Center 34,400

2009 Dentist Office 2,485

2011 Shoppes at Cross Kays (revised) 85,000

2013 Premium Outlet Center 450,000

2013 Medical Offices 6,009

TOTAL EXIT 41 VICINITY 1,815,162

“Since the completion of the new interchange, we have seen significant economic growth 
with the approved projects and shortly the construction of a 455,000 square foot 

Premium Outlets Center with great potential for much more.”
– Mayor David R. Mayer of Gloucester Township
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Map 3: Exit 41 Development

With a recent new exit on Route 42 just west of the
ACEx, the entire area has prospered. In fact, the 
Township reports that almost all of the available 
property for commercial development on 
Berlin-Cross keys Rd. has been developed.

• At Exit 27, the last decade has seen a number 
of development projects in Folsom and 
Hammonton. These projects include:

o A renovated building in downtown 
Hammonton being converted to a satellite
campus for Richard Stockton College.

o In 2002, Kramer beverage opened a state-of-
the-art distribution facility in Hammonton.

The location is near the center of its six-
county marketplace.

o With the closing of American Home Products
in the late 1990s, the need for job opportuni-
ties was keen. Needing a centrally located and
easily accessible property to meet its employ-
ment needs, Hammonton attracted New 
Jersey Manufacturers Insurance Group to a
site just off of Route 56 and north of Exit 27.
The 147,360 square foot facility cost $50 
million to build and houses over 200 
employees with room for a total of 330.

"As the townspeople will tell you, all roads lead to Hammonton. The 1964 construction 
of the Atlantic City Expressway provided an economic boom to Hammonton that is still prevalent today. 

Businesses of all industries are choosing to locate in Hammonton, the capital of South Jersey, 
and the AC Expressway is a major contributor to our town's success."

– Mayor Steve DiDonato of Hammonton
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• The expansion of Exit 17 cost $8.2 million to
construct. In addition, the long-awaited expan-
sion has benefitted the new housing market in
Egg Harbor City. The largest development is the
Neighborhoods of Cedar Creek which is taking
advantage of the new Cedar Creek High School
in close proximity to where new homes are
being built. The impacts are apparent from the
table below (See Table 20):

• Development at Exit 12 continued into the new
millennium. With the Hamilton Mall experienc-
ing expansion pressures development continued:

o A new project was developed just to the east
on Route 40. The Hamilton Commons in-
cludes several large retail stores as well as a
movie complex. It totals 388,000 square feet. 

o Hamilton Township has approved another 
development, Gravelly Run Square on the 
opposite side of Route 40 from Hamilton
Commons. It has been approved for 295,000
square feet.

o Development spread as far east as Exit 9 with
the addition of the AtlantiCare Life Center
one block off of Route 40. Opening in 2009,
the healthcare facility is 83,000 square feet
and is opened to the public for fitness and
wellness training.

• The improvements at Exit 5 also paid off rapidly.
On the north and south side of the interchange,
new facilities have been built:

o On the north side, the construction of the
Greyhound Bus Maintenance Garage was 
undertaken in 2003. The building is nearly
111,000 square feet in size. 

o On the south side of the interchange, Billows
Electric Supply opened a new facility in 
September of 2013. The 23,000 square 
foot building will be the workplace of 
20 employees.

Table 20: Residential Building Permits Authorized, 2009 – 2013

Atlantic County Municipality 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Egg Harbor City 9 15 14 13 17

Atlantic County 512 512 390 441 484

EHC % of County 1.8% 2.9% 3.6% 2.9% 3.5%

“The site was selected due to the visibility of every car and truck headed to Atlantic City. 
Adding it was located in the Pleasantville’s Urban Enterprise Zone, they are able to help their 

customers save 50% of their sales taxes purchased at the location and hire local residents. 
The location provided easy access for customers and their trucks. 

They can be in AC in 4 minutes or the Garden State Parkway in 4 minutes.”
– Jacqueline Amado-Belton, Director, Economic & Industrial Development 

• At the extreme east end of the ACEx, Atlantic
City has continued to develop new projects in
close proximity to the expressway’s on and
off ramps. These join the many completed
since 2000:

o Directly on the Connector, the Marina District
has seen a new casino hotel as well as 
additions to an existing one. In addition, the
former Trump Marina was purchased and 
renovated to take advantage of the attraction
of the District.

The Borgata Hotel Casino and Spa, a $1.5
billion project was opened in July 2003 with

2,002 rooms. It added the Water Club tower 
in 2008 with an additional 800 rooms.

Harrah’s added a tower in 2002, the 25-story
Bayview Tower, along with expanded gaming
space. And the in 2008 the Waterfront Tower
opened along with a new pool and a spa, to
better compete with the nearby Borgata. 
Finally, a convention center is currently being
constructed and will be completed in 2015.
The 250,000 square foot building will cost
$126 million to construct.
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“The Connector has been vitally important to furthering Atlantic City’s economic development objectives. 
It has made the Marina District more accessible, and, therefore, more economically viable. 

Transportation and highway improvements are important components in positioning 
Atlantic City as a world class tourist and convention/meeting destination, 

and The Connector certainly has been meaningful in that regard.”
– Joe Kelly, Executive Director Greater Atlantic City Chamber of Commerce

Map 4: Atlantic City Connector
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• At the foot of the ACEx, a large retail district has
developed based on access to both Atlantic City
visitors and mainland residents. Contiguous to
the Atlantic City Convention Center and the
Sheraton Hotel, the shopping area spans a num-
ber of blocks in all directions. The projects in-
clude:

o The Cordish Co. developed The Walk Outlet
Center which opened in 2003 and now spans
three city blocks with 109 stores. The Walk
was purchased by Tanger Factory Outlet 
Centers in 2009. At the present time Tanger
Outlet covers approximately 470,000 square
feet and employs nearly 3,900.

o A number of nationally franchised restaurants
including the Melting Pot and Ruth Crist
Steakhouse. 

o A parking garage and Arts outlet was opened
in 2013 and funded by the CRDA.

o A Bass Pro Shop store is being constructed
adjacent to The Walk and will open early 
in 2015. The 86,000 square foot store is 
expected to generate new visitors that may
not normally visit Atlantic City.

• With the exception of Brigantine which has 
followed the population declines common in 
Jersey Shore island communities due to the high
housing costs brought on in the last decade, the
ACEx bordering communities have continued to
outgrow their counties and the state. As the table
below reports, only Gloucester Township has
slowed considerably as the recession and lack of
developable land has taken their toll. 
(See Table 21)

Table 21: Population Growth 2000 – 2010, Bordering Municipalities

Year/Place

Population

2000

Population

2010

% Growth –

20 Year

New Jersey 8,414,350 8,791,894 4.5%

Atlantic County 253,210 274,549 8.4%

Atlantic City 40,524 39,550 -2.4%

Brigantine 12,595 9,450 -25.0%

Egg Harbor Twp. 30,361 43,323 42.7%

Galloway 31,184 37,349 19.8%

Hamilton 20,497 26,503 29.3%

Camden County 507,075 513,657 1.3%

Gloucester Twp. 63,110 64,634 2.4%

Winslow 33.955 39,499 16.3%

• Finally, the formal economic impacts from 
roadway investment are illustrated below using
two examples. These are intended to clearly 
illustrate the close connection between public
transportation investment and economic activity.
While many of the projects discussed in this
study create comparable economic impacts, it is
the culmination of all of these which is the true
contribution of the ACEx to the development of
the economy of Southern New Jersey. 

The first set of economic impacts is from the 
latest construction project on the roadway. They
are the results of construction spending on the
road-widening project which began in 2010 and
will conclude in mid-2014 at the cost of $58 
million. The duration of the economic impacts
from the construction project itself are easily 
isolated and shown in the table below. However,
the long-term contribution of these improve-
ments to the regional economy will unfold over
the next few decades as economies adjust to the
benefits that the investment provides.
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Table 22: Economic Impacts:
Westbound Road-Widening, Annual Estimates for 2013

Annual Expenditures Industry Area Output Earnings Employment

$10,000,000 Construction State – New Jersey $20,516,000 $6,460,000 153

Atlantic City MSA $14,538,000 $3,899,000 78

Table 22 above shows how widespread the 
benefits of public investment are to regional 
economic performance. With just the one-year
construction budget for the on-going widening
project, the $10 million expenditure creates over
$20 million dollars of overall economic activity
and over $6.4 million in wages and salaries.
These support the full-time equivalent of 153
jobs. The impacts in the MSA are significant as
well to local contractors, workers and vendors.
Given the consistent capital improvements on 
the roadway over the past five decades, the
ACEx has been an important economic driver 
in the region.

The second set of economic impacts is the 
estimation of retail jobs that have been created
around the public investments made at exits 41

and 12 as well as at the eastern terminus of the
roadway. While it is not at all certain that some
part of the ensuing private investments would
not have taken place in the absence of the road-
way improvements, it should be clear that the 
extent, timing and ultimate success of these 
developments were enhanced by the proactive
decisions and resources of the SJTA.

The economic benefits of transportation invest-
ment are clearly illustrated in Table 23 below.
Providing the infrastructure needed to access a
wide, previously underserved market area allows
private investors to make the retail goods and
services available to the region. Over the last
thirty years, the ACEx has become a corridor 
for employers, employees and shoppers to 
utilize in ways that simply were not available 
in local markets.

Table 23: Economic Impacts:
Retail Trade Development, Estimates for 2014

Site
Square

Feet
Employment

Wages

(@$26940/FTE)

EXIT 12 2,521,000 6,303 $169,789,350

EXIT 41 1,306,231 3,266 $87,974,658

THE WALK 470,000 1,175 $31,654,500

TOTAL 4,297,231 10,743 $289,418,508
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The future role of the ACEx in the economic develop-
ment is only as certain as are projections of growth 
industries in the region. With the decline of Atlantic
City as a gaming day-market has come a decline in
traffic. However, as Southern New Jersey redefines 
itself, the use of the roadway will also adjust. As the
Golden Anniversary approaches, the region has made

efforts at nurturing several industries. Which one or
more of these that will take root and develop more
fully is still not clear. Nonetheless, whichever industry
cluster becomes an economic development driver for
the region, the benefits that the ACEx will provide can
certainly be envisioned.

Phase v: The future Role of the expressway
Promoting economic Development

• aviation
With the presence of the FAA Technical Center
and Atlantic City International Airport in
Pomona, the region has proactively sought to 
expand its role in aviation-related R&D. The 
development of a research park has been on-
going for a number of years. In addition, the 
designation of New Jersey as a partner with 
Virginia Tech in one of the six federally desig-
nated research locations has opened the door 
to research in the development of Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (UAS).

• Destination Resort
As the casino industry matures and expands its
geographical footprint, Atlantic City looks to 
redefine itself as a multi-faceted resort with
gaming as one of many entertainment options. 
In order for this transformation to become 
successful and sustainable, access to the region
becomes crucial. Now competing with other 
destinations like Myrtle Beach, Fort Lauderdale
and Charleston, ease of access becomes a 
vital asset.

• Meds and eds
Primary economic development drivers of many
regions include universities, colleges and health-
care services which attract year-round economic
activity that is not dependent on a large central
city. With the continued development of Richard
Stockton College and the expansion of primary
healthcare providers in the region, the ACEx
serves to expand the market area for both 
customers as well as qualified employees.

Potential Industry Clusters and the Role of the aCex    

• Retirement
With the continued acceleration of the retirement
of the Baby Boom generation, Southern New
Jersey will continue to play a role as a retirement
location of choice. With its proximity to the
Philadelphia Metro Area as well as the relatively
wealthier communities of Northern New Jersey,
this region will continue to attract retirees 
demanding a mix of housing options. Lured by
the shore and having a generational attachment
to the region, this industry will develop in towns
and cities that prepare to meet the growing 
demand.

• Wine and beer
Southern New Jersey has long been the garden
of the Garden State. From Campbell’s tomatoes
to corn to berries, agricultural production 
remains a vital piece of the economic structure 
of the region. Recently, as markets have changed
and consumer tastes shifted, the region has
begun to foster new products such as organic
vegetables, grapes for wine-making and hops 
for beer production. Without the need to engage
in mass production, these new trends make the
region well-suited for succeeding in competition
with other regions. In addition, these products
are easily incorporated into the latest agri-
tourism industry. With the ACEx available to
ship fresh goods quickly to metro markets,
growth of these businesses is not restricted to
local demand.
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As one or more of these industry clusters develop,
there are several related development trends that will 
accompany this growth. These trends will be greatly
assisted by the ACEx.

1. airport/train access
The coordination of transit hubs is essential to
the success of a number of the industry clusters
mentioned above. As the SJTA is able to coordi-
nate the interconnection of the roadway and
ACY, this remains an asset to the region. One of
the projects that has already been proposed is the
Atlantic City International Airport connector, a
new interchange on the ACEx to provide a direct
route between the Atlantic City Expressway and
the Atlantic City International Airport access
road. The new interchange would also provide
direct access to the aviation research park and
help alleviate anticipated traffic volume 
increases that will accompany growth at 
the airport complex. 

Related Development

2. Revive Downtowns
The growing preference of both Millennials as
well as retirees is to live in a vibrant downtown
that provides both necessities as well as ameni-
ties within a walking distance or a short drive.
The resurgence of livable downtowns in 
Southern New Jersey has already begun, aided
by the ACEx. With Hammonton in the middle of
a renaissance, it provides access to employment
opportunities in both directions on the roadway.

With similar opportunities for development in Egg
Harbor City, Atlantic City, Ventnor, Gloucester 
Township and even Somers Point, the ACEx allows
those wishing the benefits of downtown living options
from one end of the roadway to the other.

As stated previously, not even the most experienced
forecaster can predict exactly what the direction of
economic development will be over the next fifty
years. However, in order to encourage and complement
either the growth of existing industries or the birth of
new ones, the best that can be done now is to provide
the conditions that foster growth. A flexible and 
dependable transportation network is the most essential
ingredient in this process. As the Atlantic City 
Expressway, its planners, and governing body have
shown over the past 50 years, as the future unfolds this
region can rely on a roadway that is built to serve its 
need…whatever they will be. 

In 1962, neither the members of the New Jersey 
Expressway Authority nor Hap Farley himself could
have predicted the wide range of economic impacts to

Conclusion

emanate from the initial investment of $50 million.
With casino gaming still a distant outcome, the reality
of a safer, speedier and more direct route to points east
of the Delaware River held the promise of integration
into the New Jersey economic mainstream for 
Southern New Jersey. 

Over the past half-century, the Atlantic City Express-
way has provided a modern, state-of-the-art  pathway
for visitors, residents and commercial activity that has
complemented and enhanced economic growth in
Southern New Jersey. In the future, it stands ready to
continue that role for whatever economic opportunity
comes down the road.


